
Werner de Pauli Schimanovich - Inventor, Scientist and Spiritus Rector of EUROCAST 

Wilfried Grossmann, University Vienna 
 

Werner de Pauli Schimanovich was in many respects an outstanding person. His scientific activities range 

from Logic, Artificial Intelligence, and Philosophy, up to Politics, Urban Planning, Transportation, and 

design of innovative solutions for everyday life. In unorthodox ways he analyzed problems and his brilliant 

intellect allowed him to identify central questions and he often presented surprising answers.  

But not only his intellectual capacity made him an exceptional person. His open personality and his 

excellent communication skills allowed him to build a network of close friends from different disciplines all 

over the world and he attracted a number of eminent students. 

Based on personal memories and his six volume Opus Magnum EUROPOLIS we will try to capture this 

multifaceted personality. Unfortunately, most of the contents of EUROPOLIS is available only in German. A 

synoptic English edition was under preparation but not finished due to health problems. A central aspect of 

the presentation will be Werner’s close relation to Spain and the Canary Islands, which he considered as 

his second home country. This close relation was a main motive for establishing the EUROCAST 

conferences and in his last years Werner De Pauli Schimanovich considered EUROCAST as one of his most 

important achievements.  

Brief CV 

Prof. Wilfried Grossmann 

Wilfried Grossmann studied Mathematics and Statistics at the University Vienna and finished with a 
PhD in 1976. From 1976 – 1985 he was Assistant Professor at the University Vienna and Visiting 
Professor at University Giessen in 1982/83. From 1985 – 2004 he was professor for Statistics at the 
Faculty for Economics and Informatics at the University Vienna and from 2005 until retirement in 2013 
Professor at the Faculty for Computer Science at the University Vienna. 
He has published papers in Mathematical Statistics, Operations Research, Applied Statistics, Statistical 
Data base management, and Metadata. He is elected member of the International Statistical Institute 
and participated as project leader and key researcher in a number of projects of the European 
Research programs in Official Statistics (EUROSTAT). 
From 2005 – 2010 he was Chair of the Quality Board of Statistics Austria, vice chair of the Austrian 
Statistics Council, and from 2006 – 2009 President of the Austrian Statistical Society.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prescriptive Analytics:  Optimization meets Data- and Simulation-based Systems 

Modeling 

Michael Affenzeller, Applied Sciences University of Upper Austria 

Prescriptive Analytics is an interdisciplinary topic in an interdisciplinary field, or put another way it is a 

synergistic hybridisation of various methods and algorithms from statistics, computer science, artificial 

intelligence, mathematics and operations research. Its aim is to provide optimized recommendations for 

action in various application areas. In this way, knowledge gained in the digital world is brought back to the 

real world, providing better and more efficient procedures, designs and processes. 

This talk will introduce prescriptive analytics into the broader context of analytics and show the 

relationship between prescriptive analytics and artificial intelligence with a special focus on industrial AI. 

From a system theoretic point of view, new possibilities arise in the interplay of data-based and simulation-

based system modeling. In particular, when it comes to finding a compromise between accuracy and 

efficiency of system descriptions in the field of simulation-based optimization, the combination of data- 

and knowledge-based approaches opens up new possibilities. 

The presentation will include methodological research topics that are currently being pursued in the HEAL 

research group 1led by Affenzeller as well as concrete project results that have already found their way into 

economic and industrial applications.   

Brief CV 

Prof. Michael Affenzeller 

Michael Affenzeller is professor for heuristic optimization and machine learning at the University of 

Applied Science Upper Austria and head of the master degree program for Software Engineering. He 

graduated in mathematical computer science and did his doctorate and habilitation in computer science 

with a special focus on applied systems science. Michael Affenzellers dissertation and habilitation were 

about algorithm development in the field of metaheuristic algorithms. He is heading the research group 

HEAL (Heuristic and Evolutionary Algorithms Laboratory) with around 20 FTE members. HEAL has been 

successful in hosting three Josef Ressel centers, among them Austria’s very first Ressel center Heureka!. 

The two ongoing Ressel centers for Symbolic Regression, a white-box machine learning flavor and for 

Adaptive Optimization in Dynamic Environments are are headed by members of HEAL. 

Concerning University administration Michael Affenzeller serves as vice-dean for R&D at Hagenberg 

campus and as the scientific head of the Softwarepark Hagenberg. He has published over 200 peer-

reviewed papers in journals and collective volumes.Bringing together machine learning, simulation-based 

optimization and meta-heuristics with a special focus on adaptive search in dynamic environments in the 

context of prescriptive analytics is Michael Affenzellers research focus for the next years which will be 

supported by the two ongoing Josef Ressel centers as well as very recently starting research projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
 



The Impact of Neuroimaging in Modern Clinical Neuroscience: Some Implications for 

Psychiatry and Neurology 

Nikos Makris, Massachussetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School 

Magnetic resonance Imaging (MRI) has revolutionized medical practice, especially in diagnosis and 

treatment monitoring. The in vivo and non-invasive nature of MRI has been critical in this regard. 

Neuroimaging in particular has been of great importance in localizing brain structure, function and 

metabolism in normal and clinical conditions. Current neuroscience embraces renaissance ideals of growth 

in knowledge, culture and economy and has achieved to a large extent in integrating recent technological 

discoveries with humanities and, especially behavioral sciences and medicine. Neuropsychiatry has been 

arguably one of the principal beneficiaries of modern Neuroscience, which is a matter of great social and 

financial relevance, given its relationship with mental and physical well-being. 

Brief CV 

Nikos Makris is a Behavioral Neuroscientist and a nationally and internationally sought-after scientist for 

his expertise in human neuroanatomy and the development of imaging methods that allow the translation 

of neuroanatomical knowledge into any clinical arena. He completed his studies in Medicine and Psychiatry 

at the University of Siena, Italy and his Doctoral studies at Boston University in Boston, USA. He has 

achieved significant discoveries in the field of neuroanatomy of the human brain and in neuroimaging. He 

also has a leadership role in teaching and mentoring with considerable administrative responsibilities. 

Nikos is currently a Full Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at Massachusetts General Hospital and 

Harvard Medical School in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. He was named by Thompson Reuters to the 2014 

List of The World’s Most Influential Scientific Minds, an international list of scientists who published the 

greatest number of the top 1% of cited articles for their field, in one of 21 scientific fields during the 

decade of 2002-2012. 


